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SURELY THE WRATH OF MAN SHALL PRAISE THEE : 
THE REMAINDER OF WRATH SHALT THou 
RESTRAIN. 


HE ſolemnity of this day calls upon us, 
as a people, to reflect with great ſeriouſ- 
neſs upon a very extraordinary and intereſt- 


ing period of our hiſtory; and, at the 
ſame time, to deprecate the judgments of God, and 
implore his mercy. The reaſon of theſe deprecations is 
founded upon a devout acknowledgment of the Divine 
Providence. By taking that into the queſtion, we may 
diſcover ſome part, at leaſt, of the moral government of 
God: 


FS} 
God : we may trace the cauſes of many great events, 
and the tendencies of others : we may ſee general and 
permanent bleſſings derived from the diſtreſſes of people; 
and attribute to the guidance of the Almighty, what is 
too frequently reſolved into human power and foreſight, 


Though the wiſe and virtuous of every age and coun- 


try have aſcribed their exiſtence and preſervation to the 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of God: though the wide 


extent of creation, the nice adjuſtment of its parts, and 


wonderful regularity of its motions, gave them ſome ideas 
of his Providence: yet we ſeldom find them reaſoning 


upon this ſubject with conſiſtency; or admitting the 


truth of it with a conviction equal to its dignity and 
importance. One great difficulty ſtill remained: until 
that was removed, the mind was held in ſuſpence; 
weakly affected by whatever good was enjoyed by them- 


ſelves, or communicated to others. They were loſt in 


conſidering the many irregularities of the moral world : 


the bright proſpect, which they ſaw, was overſhadowed. 
by the cloud of human miſeries ; by the paſſions, the 


appetites, and vices of mankind : till either deſpair con- 


cluded, or ſcepticiſm broke off their inquiries. 


Let 


157 1 


9 Let us pity the blindneſs of nations, who ſat in darł- 
_ neſs, and excuſe their ignorance : let us profit by their 
failings ; and derive certainty from the clear light, 
which revelation affords us. To attain this end, we 
are aſſiſted by the words of the Pſalmiſt. He declares 
the majeſty of God, by a devout confeſſion that the 
_ greateſt moral evil we complain of, the wrath of man, 
ſhall praiſe him: the fierceſt and moſt uncontroulable 
paſſion of the human breaſt ſhall in the end promote his 
glory. The remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain. The 
courſe of it ſhall not be lawleſs, nor its operation 
exhauſted : enough ſhall ſtill remain, to ſhew that the 
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further progreſs of it was prevented by Him alone, 


whoſe mercy, as well as power, is infinite. 

It is truly obſerved by the Apoſtle ; * Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning not only the 
immediate operations of his hands; but all times, and 
their contingencies ; all future events, however ſeem- 


* Acts, ch. 15. v. 18. 
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[TL 
ingly caſual and uncertain : whatever nature can pro- 
duce, or the human will determine. Before the ſun 
began his courſe, or ever the foundations of the world 
were laid, by an intuitive preſcience he com prehended 
all things at a view; and the thoughts of our hearts 
were intimately open before him. He had originally 
inſtituted one grand ſcheme of his Providence; which, 


though it may appear to the eye of man to be ſome- 


times interrupted, is daily more and more enforced, 
and ripening to perfection. 5 | 


Nor is the introduction of evil any impeachment of 
his wiſdom, or his power. Among created, finite beings, 


evil muſt neceſſarily ariſe. There muſt be a failure, 


where there is not perfection: and depravity will take 


root from the licenciouſneſs of man. But there was 
nothing of this unforeſeen. It was known from the 
beginning that the * imaginations of man's heart would, 
be evil continually. The eye of Providence beheld the 
ſecret workings of wickedneſs in its various eyolutions ;: 


* Gen, ch. 6. v. 5. 


and 


TY 1 
and has directed it to a proper tendency in every 
operation. In ſhort, every falling off is, by his over- 


ruling wiſdom, rendered ſubſervient to one great end : 
and all evil is made to contribute to the furtherance of 
his decrees. 


I would not be miſunderſtood, as if any oſontial good 


could ariſe from evil. Whatever advantage at any time 


may proceed from it, muſt be merely incidental, brief, 


and ſuperficial, and of little conſequence : a ſeeming 


benefit, which often tends to deſtruction. Wrong and 


violence are, in their own nature, deteſtable ; and 


* rebellion is as the Nh n of witchcraft : and muſt inevitably 


bring down ruin upon their heads, by whom they are 


fomen ted, 


Theſe miſchiefs, however, are often remedied in the 


end: in their conſequences a change is effected, inde- 


pendent of the contrivance of man, and too mighty. 


for his. reſiſtance ; wrought by that ſupremely wiſe and. 


powerf ul 


a 
powerful Being, whoſe * ways are higher than our ways, 
and whoſe thoughts than our thoughts. 


The ſame energy and wiſdom, which, from diſcordant 
principles, produced this beautiful frame of nature ; 
which called forth order from confuſion, and bad light 
break forth from darkneſs ; has continued to operate 
throughout in the ſame wonderful manner. In the 
moral world, this interpoſition of the Deity is ever 
viſible, and to be admired. And although, when we 
conſider the fatal tendency of vice; and reflect upon 
the miſery, which has been brought upon mankind 
through licenciouſneſs ; a moſt affecting ſcene ariſes : : 
yet this comfortable leſſon we always learn at the cloſe : 
that the folly. of man is ſtill ſubſervient to Divine 


Wiſdom ; 3 and every evil 1s made productive of ſome 5 


ſuperior good Hence the great enemy of mankind is 
continually foiled in his devices: and, though his pur- 
poſes may not prove abortive, but be permitted, in 
ſome degree, to take place; yet they are ever in their 


„ Igaiah, ch. 55. v. 9 


3 conſequences 


enn PPP ks CO I 8 S n & n 
77 phe io 1-5 pt ee RE AS ED 2 
2 . e eee 3 n 1 r 22 As 621 bf 
c 75. 0 r 5 2õͤ a er er eg 
4 C „ one Let VTEC 18 dts SO NAY 
:e e ee e rs ns A EG Re ag c dba £91 En # 88 FAS 


be 


TT 

J ͤ ES pos Sed 
2 S RENE I Rad ra ue 
83 5 3 2 
& 2 * . <P; / 


„ 5 wo % 4 >. "BI wal. ads -_ OW 2 Fe * 
e „C000 
r 777 AAA 
„ RAS) RY IF Ee C14 COLTS ANA AIST» 
SE ; . 
F . 


o . PP Ton oe, = OS RO IE REESE 
2 A 2 At T 3 * 
5 S — ? 8 


8 3 
o 
e Fs Boks 5 


. £4 


. . ö 
e 
D 28 eres ay 2 


_ — 33 
e 
3 — W 


LAY 


1 


conſequences defeated. For not only ſome advantage 


ariſes; but ſome good, peculiarly differing from the 


cauſe which gave It birth, and oppoſite to the miſchief 


intended. 


This was a ſecret to the Gentile world: a myſtery, 


to which they could not attain. They had been taught, 
indeed, that there was one ſuperior Deity, the Creator 
and Conſervator of all things. They at the ſame time 


ſaw that there was evil in the world; but could not 


account for its being introduced in a ſyſtem, where 
the ſupremacy was veſted in an all- wiſe and all- powerful 
Being. In reſpe& to moral evil, about which they 


were moſt perplexed, they did not conſider that it 


was an inmate of their own creating; the neceſſar y 


conſequence of liberty abuſed. Much leſs did they 
perceive in the depravity of their hearts, that this 


Supreme Being was continually bending their necks to 
his yoke : and, however wayward they might appear, 


and eccentric in their meaſures ; they were till acting 


in ſubſervience to his will, and ultimately fulfilling his 


pleaſure Too many have been led into doubts and 
difficulties, by not attending to this great truth: | 2 


not 


hr 
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not conſidering this myſterious ſuperintendency of Divine 
Wiſdom ; this peculiar influence over evil: by which 
the miſchief is not ſo much checked in its progreſs, 
as diverted from its ſcope; and forced to co-operate in 
oppoſition to its purpoſe. 


I. The pride of Rome was an inſtrument in the 


hand of God, to puniſh the nations of the earth, who ; 


were lapſed into the baſeſt apoſtacy. It was an inſtru- 
ment, by which thoſe daring invaders of the rights of 
mankind were themſelves puniſhed; their own hands 
adminiſtering to the miſchief, till the ſword was glutted 
with blood. pe - 


But this was not all—The goodneſs of God, and his 
wiſdom were to be diſplayed, as ſoon. as his juſtice 
was ſatisfied. Thele calamities therefore were but for 
a ſeaſon : a calm ſucceeded, when it was leaſt expected 3 
ſuch as the world had not been witneſs to for ages. 


An intercourſe took place between kingdom and king- 


dom: and an opening was made for the glad tidings 
of the Goſpel; which, by theſe means, was expedited 
to the ends of the earth. If we conſider the world 

my before 
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before the completion of theſe great events; we ſhall 
find it to have been univerſally in a ſtate of miſ-rule; 
abandoned to war and deſolation. * Nation aroſe again 


nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom : + and there as war 


in all their gates. It ſeems to have been, in thoſe days, 
a maxim among the princes of the earth, that their own 


rights could not be maintained, but by invading the 


liberties of others. Hence all hiſtory is filled with 


accounts of high deeds and hervic atchievements; which, 


in reality, terminate in a fad ſcene of carnage, a ſeries 


of promiſcuous, unlimited depredation—Upon one ge- 
neral conqueſt taking place, theſe feuds ceaſed ; and war 
was heard no more. In ſhort, a time of tranquillity 
enſued : and the happineſs of mankind took its riſe, 


from what was deemed its greateſt miſery. T hus we 
ſee that the hand of Providence was viſible, both in the 


immediate and remoter conſequences of theſe appointed 
evils: and they, in every degree, adminiſtered to the 


_ fulfilling of his will. 


Matth. ch. 24. v. 7. Mark, ch. 13. v. 8. Luke, ch. 21. v. 10. 


+ Judges, ch. 5. v. 8. 
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II. There has been from the beginning one great 2 
plan; which is carried on by wonderful means, and will * 
be completed in the fulneſs of time. This is the grand 
ſcope, to which our actions are ultimately directed: to = 
the conſummation of which, whether conſcious or un- 1 4 
conſcious, we are obliged to co-operate. Thus, from the | 
firſt dawn of Chriſtianity, divine knowledge has been 
continually improving : and the myſteries of the Goſpel WW 
diſpenſation are gradually unfolded. And it is obſervable, 
that thoſe, who moſt oppoſe it, are in every movement, 
though indirectly, contributing to its completion. = 

We lament, indeed, and with reaſon, the growth of 5 A 
infidelity : and are grieved, that there ſhould be any fo | = 
; * flow of beart, as not 70 believe what the prophets | have Y 5 
| ſpoken. It is a matter of ſtill deeper concern, to find | N 7 | 
; 5 that any ſhould riſe up againſt the Word of God, and = 


try to fruſtrate the gracious purpoſes of his Providence : 115 | 
that they ſhould make uſe of falſhood and calumny, to Kt 


Bd COLLETTE 


| | * Luke, ch. xxiv. v. 5. = 


WG 

depreciate the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and not abſtain from 
impious ſcoffs and. blaſphemy. Such endeavours, it will 
be ſaid, muſt neceſſarily be attended with evil—Be the 


evil to themſelves, and their adherents, by whom the 


miſchief has been circulated In reſpect to Chriſtianity 
in general; what has all their ſubtlety and malice effected, 


— - > - 


deemed of moment? 


that, either among ourſelves or our neighbours, can be 


1. In countries abroad, many have been taught to ſee 


the folly of ſuperſtition ; and to rid themſelves of a ſer- 
vitude, which diſgraced humanity. If any of the good 
ſeed ſhould have been eradicated with the tares ; remem- 


ber, their bigotry and prejudices are gone likewiſe. 


They now ſtand open to conviction ; and ready for the 
reception of the truth, whenever it ſhall be fairly ten- 


derel, The day will come, and, perhaps, is near at 


hand, when the emiſſaries of darkneſs will find, that they 
have been labouring to their own confuſion. And the 


queſtion put by the Apoſtle in reſpect of the Jewiſh 
nation is, in the ſtricteſt manner, applicable to the caſe 


before us: For what if ſome did not believe? ſhall 


| * Rom. ch. iii. v. 32 4. 


22 their 


3 


| EE et 


> unbeligf make the Faith of God without fects 7 Gol 
ferbid. 


2. In relation to ) ourſelves, the attempts of the enemy 
upon religion have been attended with conſequences, by LY 4 
no means diflimilar. All their malice and inveteracy, pe. [0 
Joined with the moſt exquiſite artifice, has done little Wn 
more than awaken the zeal of many pious and learned F | 
men, to oppoſe the miſchief, which was coming upon the _ 11 | 


world. There has been by theſe means a noble diſplay LY 


dE © ae et FE A > — 
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of talents, which had otherwiſe been buried in filent 
ſecurity. The Evangelical truths have been brought to 8 
the teſt; and made to undergo. a moſt ſtrict and impar- * 
tial examen. And we find the reſult of the whole to * 


be, that they come out, like gold from the furnace, pure 
and refined, in their native worth and excellence. It 
: had been the true policy of theſe enemies to the truth, 
1 to have ſuffered the Church to lapſe, if poſſible, into ob- 
x | livious ſupineneſs—In the folly of their hearts, they have 
| pſounded a timely alarm ; and called forth every power, 1 
which could poſlibly fruſtrate their operations. They have * 3 
given birth to a ſyſtem of theology, ſuch as no age could 3 
| boaſt of ſince the days of the Apoſtles. Whatever im- 5 . 
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of their devices: whatever lukewarm, unſtable brother 


they may have infected: : the true Chriſtian has, through 


them, been induced to ſift, and to enquire; and to 
found his faith upon a proper baſis. He has been taught, 
no more to be led blindly, by mode and authority: but 


to proceed upon conviction ; and to follow determinately 


the dictates of his conſcience : in ſhort, to offer up the 


united ſervice of his heart and underſtanding to the 


Deity, in whoſe fight the reaſonable facrifice i is ſo highly 


en g. 


III. If we feriouſly reflect upon the tragical action, 


to Which this day was witneſs; - we ſhall have infinite 


| reaſon to conſider that likewiſe in the ſame religious, 


providential light : and the event itſelf, the cauſes which 
brought it on, and the conſequences which followed, 


are alarming and irreſiſtible proofs of Divine Power and 


Wiſdom, controuling the will of man, and changing the 


effect of his purpoſes. 


1. The cauſes, which gave birth to ſuch a complicated 


evil, are to be derived, not only from the character of 


the perſons immediately concerned in it; but from the 


pe- 
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peculiarity of the times, in which they. 0 ſe- 


paration from the church of Rome had reſcued the nation 
from a ſpiritual tyranny, the moſt abſolute and op- 
preſſive. In that ſituation of things, the extinction of 
Papal Power had given additional weight and authority 


to the Regal: and the claims of the latter, uniformly ad- 


vanced by the vigour of ſome preceding reigns, had 
become exceſſive, under that of the unfortunate Prince, 


whoſe death is the object of the preſent ſolemnity. They 
held forth a divine right to diſpoſe, in an arbitrary 


manner, of the property of the ſubject, of his perſon, 
and of his conſcience. They were incorporated into 


the ſyſtem of government: and, being thus, as it were, 
conſecrated, they were always either ſupported with too 


much reſolution, or relingulhed with too little appear- 
ance of ſincerity. 


On the other hand, a Power, oppoſite to the Regal, 
had, in the like manner, been gradually increaſing. 
Long reſtrained from the full exerciſe of rights in- 


herited by nature and eſtabliſhed by the laws, various 


cauſes had contributed to its advancement. Great im- 
provements had given ſucceſs to induſtry: commerce had 
| been 
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3 
been extended by recent and important diſcoveries: a 
more general diffuſion of property had taken place: : the in- 
eſtimable remains of ancient literature had been cultivated 


by men of high rank and abilities: and men of every 
claſs had, in ſome meaſure, attained to juſt notions of 


civil liberty, and the rights which belong to it. This 


Power, timid, at firſt, and inſecure, advanced by degrees 
to confidence and ſtability. The demands, made by it, 
were in proportion to the ſtrength it acquired. They had 


been hitherto moderate and equitable: if not always 
temperately urged, they had been till founded upon 
reaſon ; ſtill co-incident with the genuine ſentiments 


of nature. The event would have been truly proſperous, 
if the views of able and upright men had been unal- 
terably conducted; without any deviation from their 
original purpoſe : or the deſperate meaſures of a few had 


not been ſupported by the frantic enthuſiaſm of thou- 
ſands: if thoſe refined models of Roman and Grecian 


polity, ſo accurately ſtudied in thoſe days, had been 
conſidered as ideal; and not introduced, to the ex- 


tinction of royalty, NAT the ſubverſion of general free- 
dom. 


1 «Sha 


E 


2. But, in time, the object of thend- purſuit, Was ol | 
tered ; and, with that, the whole plan of their conduct. 
TE heir intrepidity had been hitherto ſeconded by. exalted 


ſentiments and virtuous emulation : : it was now inflamed 


by the mad zeal of factious hypocrites. Their firſt | en- 


gagement was to vindicate the rights of a free people: it 


was now to deſtroy an unhappy, miſguided Prince, with 


the outward mockery of public juſtice. But the wrath 


of man was gone forth, to inflict vengeance, . by the 
Divine appointment, on a nation too ſecure in its proſ- 
perity, and unmindful of former deliverances : : to puniſh 


one part of it, by the unmerited death of a Prince, whoſe 


claims they had illegally ſupported ; and the other, by 
the eſtabliſhment of an uſurpation, far more heavy than 
the deſpotiſm, which they had reſiſted: to enforce upon 


a divided people peace, concord and equanimity ; by ex- 


hibiting, in their own example, the ſevere and provi- 


dential conſequences of diſunion, 


} 


The calamities of that age RE without horror, be 


reflected upon. Yet it is almoſt impoſlible not to ob- 


ſerve, 
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ſerve, that the immediate agents on either ſide were not 
only inflicting a ſevere and laſting puniſhment upon their 
own folly and licenciouſneſs ; but contributing, though 
indirectly, to the permanent ſecurity of thoſe, who ſuc- 
ceeded them. The violence of thoſe days brought on, 


% 


after many trials and dangers, a critical deciſion, and 


| legal adjuſtment of our liberties : providing for the 


general welfare; and poiſing every part by the counter- 
ation of its oppoſite. It reſcued us from jealouſies 
and well-grounded apprehenſions concerning religion ; 
from ſervitude to a ſyſtem of doctrines, by which human 


policy had corrupted the Goſpel of Chriſt : it vindi- 
cated the natural claims of conſcience, and the profeſ- 


ſion of a faith pure and Apoſtolic, 


Upon this we reſt : and herein may we for ever con- 
tinue ! Always mindful, That, if the wrath of man praiſe 
God in the moral ſyſtem of things, as * wind and florm 


FJulfil his word in the natural; much more do peace, 


gentleneſs and forbearance, with every other fruit of the 


ſpirit : That it is our higheſt intereſt, as well as duty, to 


* Pſalm exlviii. v. 8. 


D | | culti- 
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cultivate and extend the practice of all ſuch virtues ; and 
not to be transformed into wretched inſtruments of 
divine vengeance upon our brethren, and ourſelves like- 
wiſe : That the great end, in which our actions ne- 
ceſſarily terminate, is the glory of God; to the comple- 
tion of which we ſhall contribute, either by our happi- 


neſs or miſery, accor ing to the quality of our conduct: 


That the real nature of human actions cannot be 


changed by man's power: much leſs, that we are at 


liberty to do evil determinately, from the vain hope 


that good may be the conſequence of it : finally, That 


we can truly pleaſe God by that obedience only, Which 
is voluntary; and by preſerving an inward deteſtation 


of all thoſe evils, which we thus outwardly, and with 


ſuch ſolemnity, deprecate. 
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